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Wavelengths

President’s Message

XWARN,
It’s already May!!! Where is this year going?

In just a couple weeks it will be Hamvention! The shirts are in and gorgeous.
They were up for sale at the DARA meeting at club prices and will be again at
the XWARN meeting. Don’t forget to sign up for shifts to sell the t-shirts at
the big show! Reminder: this is our only fundraiser and we depends on the
sales of these shirts. We are very lucky to have such a great show in our own
backyard here in Xenia. Go out and have a great time!

When we are back from the show, it will be time for Field Day preparations!
Another great event to look forward to enjoying.

This is the best time of year to be a Ham!

73,
Elizabeth Klinc, KEBFM] AUXC
President, XWARN

VEC Lead, Greene County, Ohio
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147.1650+ (123.0)
- Analog only
- ECHOLINK coming soon

443.1000+ (123.0)
- Analog

- System Fusion



Meeting Minutes 4/8/2024

Meeting Open - 7:00pm
Introductions

Cracker Barrel
KE8PZE mother passed while out of town on her 101.5 birthday
Discussed shared repeater locations (Carpenter and Clifton Road Sites)
Site link between them
Discussion further on 440 / 2m at one or both, linked
Jim to mow grass at Clifton in exchange for link bandwidth between the
two

Minutes Approval for March - KD8DGB, N8ILR - motion passed

Treasurer Report - N8ILR
Motion to accept - K8FJ, KEBNHT- motion passes

Secretary Information - KESLPK

Public Service - NSADO
Queen City Triathlon - Mid July
Air Force Marathon Sign Up opens May 1st

Repeater Status - K8FJ, NV8I
Repeater is Here
Authorized purchase of programming software

Website - KESLTL
Send info to KESFMJ or KESLTL

Monthly Nets

First Monday of Every Month
Membership - NSFRW

7:00 P.M.
at7:00 6 Life; 21 Paid - 27 Total
Using the 147.1650+ (123.0)
repeater Social Media - KESFM
Send info to KEBFMJ
_ Old Business
Monthly Meeting 4H - KASDQK
Second Monday of Every 8 Registered

7 interested in projects
Working on Morse code and Tech licenses
Some taking on Volunteer projects

Test Session - 4/28 at 6pm

Month at 7:00 P.M.

Greene County Fairgrounds

e Net Control for May - 5/6 - NSADO
120 Fairground Rd Kroger Community Rewards - Please Sign Up for XWARN as your org
Xenia, OH 45385 Hamvention Tshirts

Have been ordered

h Signups open to sell



Meeting Minutes 4/8/2024 Continued

New Business
Trailer - NSADO
New Generator tested yesterday and was good
Power Problems needing worked on
New Computer Needed
Internet Needed
Layout and Cabinetry needs adjusted
Power Plant needs rewired and DC plant installed
Field Day
Location - Requesting BCFD 61 again

KF8J looking into possibly adding 30/40m to SteplR in truck

Program - NS8ADO
Xenia Marathon Hot Wash
APRS Receive was an issue
Few Runners Off Course
Organizers had several things wrong that we helped fix
Eclipse Hot Wash
Nothing Really Happened in Greene County
Shawnee Park full; High School pretty full
No tactical net was needed
GC Airport wasn’t as busy as expected
D3 Net
Multiple counties checked in
Reports of traffic beforehand on 175
BC Fire stations seemed to be only on simplex

Next Meeting - 5/13
Tshirts at club prices will be sold

Meeting Adjourned - 8:25pm

What is AUXCOMM?

AUXCOMM is a concept. There is a class to provide further information. If you wish to be
certified (and capable of being deployed) you have to complete a Position Task Book for
the position. A prerequisite is the AUXCOMM class and in the class you will learn about

the positions.

Check out the following:
https://www.cisa.gov/safecom/comu-training-resources

https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/NECP%20Spotlight%20AUXCOMM%

20Training%20508.pdf

The class is three days 8--5. There is no charge, but there are a limited number of seats.

But there are still plenty available as | write this.

The rest of what you need to know is in the information that | already sent.

de NSADO

Wavelengths is published
monthly by the Xenia
Weather Amateur Radio
Net. You can find addition-
al information about our
organization at
www.xwarn.net. We wel-
come new and experi-
enced Amateur operators,
and those interested in
becoming an Amateur op-
erator, to attend our meet-

ings.

Club Call: W8XRN
XWARN

P.0. Box 562
Xenia, Ohio 45385

Email: info@xwarn.net

Website: XWARN.NET
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B The Air Force Marathon 2023

Submitted by Bob Baker NSADO

Volunteer registration for the 2024 Air Force Marathon opens on May 1, so it seems appropriate to release a report on last year’s
event. Hopefully, this will build a little interest and encourage volunteers to join.

The 2023 running took place on Saturday, September 16. The US Air Force was created on September 18, 1947, and each year,
the race date is set on the Saturday closest to the birthday. As usual, there were three main events: A 10 K race, a half marathon,
and the full marathon. The 2020 and 2021 races were canceled due to COVID-19, and the 2022 race had fewer entries than usu-
al. While still smaller than some previous years, the race day runner count was over 6000.

This year will likely have more runners. Regardless of the number of runners, the course is the same as always and it takes a lot
of volunteers to cover all of the assignments.

We provide a number of services to the event. Foremost is that we create networks to provide communications between hydra-
tion stations and medical stations and the incident command post. We also have a ham in the security trailer, which is the back-
up incident command post. The hydration stations are part of the logistics or “LOG” net. The hams supply race status information
to the captains, report race leader information, relay reports of “runner down” and other medical problems, and help with other
logistic issues. The medical tents are part of the medical net. The hams provide status information to the medical leaders, report
the need for advanced medical care to incident command, provide a back-up to the medical

logistics communications, and provide back-up to the medical dispatch communications. Reports of runners needing transporta-
tion back to the finish area are also made. We operate a number of other networks. One is “talk-in” which helps to direct the
ham volunteers to their assigned location and to resolve issues with base security. We operate a finish line net to funnel
“progress of the race” information to the announcer, including the approach of the race leaders. The hams in the finish area act
as spotters, keeping an eye on the runners and the net changes into a medical support net if there is an incident. Finally, we have
several hams whose vehicles are equipped with APRS equipment and follow the “tail end Charlies” so it is quick and easy to de-
termine where the ends of the full and half marathons are. We also equip bicycle escorts with tracking devices so that we can
determine the locations of the lead male and female runners in the various races. The hams in the incident command locations
have the ability to display the APRS information which is greatly appreciated by the command staff.

The Sunday before the race, we held a training session. The session was well-attended and the discussion was meaningful. | had
posted all of the information in a Google Drive folder so that our out of town volunteers could be up to speed without

actually needing to attend the meeting. Everyone did a spectacular job. Race day started out with nearly ideal running condi-
tions. The race actually started under condition “Green” and finished under condition “Yellow”. There are always a few problems
and the amateur radio volunteers did a great job of helping the Command Staff in solving them. One complication is that the
traditional flyover by the featured aircraft was expanded due to the featured aircraft being three types of helicopters. It was de-
cided to cordon off a section of the field near the start line so that the choppers could be seen and HEARD (!) by the crowd. This,
in turn, disrupted access to the shuttle buses that spectators were to use to go to the Fairborn viewing sites. We helped to make
the race officials aware of the issues and they moved the bus stop to an accessible area. The biggest unsolved problem for the
amateur radio volunteers was the early closing of some of the ingress routes. Some were bold enough to move the barricades,
but, in spite of some last minute shuffling, we ended up with one hydration station without amateur radio support because ac-
cess was blocked. The number one complaint by the volunteers is how early we must arrive to get in place before the road clo-
sures. It is frustrating when early is not early enough.

Several hams provided pictures to share. Use the following link to view them.
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_|Z5VxA81E3ZKmYakAqgbTiSIKO9wmOTh?usp=drive_link
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To all of the volunteers: thank you for your help with this event. Your performance was truly outstanding. The race director told me
that they couldn’t do the event without our support. | hope that you had some fun and that you come back again on September 21.

The Air Force Marathon is not affiliated with any particular club, but we could not imagine doing the event without the support of a
number of clubs and | would like to thank all for their support: DARA and XWARN for providing the vehicles used for the net control
stations; UVARC, HHARC, and XWARN for letting us use their repeaters; DARA, XWARN, and MoCoARES for letting us use their APRS
trackers. Of course, our volunteers come from the clubs noted above along with many from BARC, Greene County ARES, Shelby
County ARES, Miami County ARES, MARA, MWA, VOA, QCEN, Franklin County ARES. | suspect there are others, but we do not collect
that information. Drop me a line if | failed to name your organization and accept my thanks for your support.

| wish to thank a few individuals who provided special support: KEBFMJ who was my general assistant and attended meetings,
helped with the assignments, and helped to prepare and present the training material; N2TUJ who coordinated the Logistics Net
Team; KD8DGB who coordinated the talk-in and Medical nets; K8ZOZ who built a custom PC-based logging system. Thanks to the
volunteers who showed up on the day before the race and helped to set up the Command

Area operation.

The 2024 Air Force Marathon takes place on Saturday, September 21. Save the date and be a part of the biggest Community Support
Event in the Dayton area.

Best 73,

Bob Baker, N8ADO — Volunteer Lead for Amateur Radio Support of the Air Force Marathon

P.S. I maintain a mail list and a gmail account (AFM.Hams@gmail.com) that | use to recruit volunteers and to send out information to

the volunteers who have signed up. If you wish to be added to the list, send an email stating your desire, Also, registering for the Air
Force Marathon and selecting the race day job “Amateur Radio” will get you on the list. Volunteer Registration opens May 1.

Calendar of Events

May
6 XWARN Monthly Net, 147.165+ 123.0 7:30pm
7 Greene County DMR Net, 310557 8:30pm
7 GCARES Voice/Digital Net, 146.910 9:00pm
8 Ohio ARES D3 Net, 145.110 8:00pm
14 Greene County DMR Net, 310557 8:30pm
14 GCARES Voice/Digital Net, 146.910 9:00pm
15 Ohio ARES D3 Net, 145.110 8:00pm

17-19 Hamvention, Greene County Fairgrounds Daily
21 4H Amateur Radio Meeting, OSU Extension Building 6:30pm
21 Greene County DMR Net, 310557 8:30pm
21 GCARES Voice/Digital Net, 146.910 9:00pm
22 Ohio ARES D3 Net, 146.820 8:00pm
28 Greene County DMR Net, 310557 8:30pm
28 GCARES Voice/Digital Net, 442.725 9:00pm
29 Ohio ARES D3 Net, 146.820 8:00pm
29 GCARES Meeting, Station 61 Community Room 7:00pm




NVIS Day 2024




NVIS Day 2024 Continued
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